[bookmark: _Hlk174698152]Nitrate is the tasteless, odorless water contaminant we should all be concerned about.
Even if you haven’t heard about nitrate pollution, you’ve surely seen its impact. Algae blooms, fish kills, the massive dead zone in the Gulf of Mexico, and even increased incidence of cancers, thyroid disease, and neural tube birth defects are linked to unnaturally high levels of nitrate in waterways and drinking water.
Here’s the absurd part – despite knowing that nitrate has these harmful effects on the environment and human health, we continue to coat our landscape with millions of tons of the stuff each year. Fertilizers and manure from animal feedlots are among the primary sources of nitrate pollution in waterways. The nitrogen in fertilizer and manure is quickly converted to nitrate when it interacts with water, and that nitrate readily runs off to rivers, lakes, and streams, and can even seep into groundwater. Many of these waterways are used as drinking water sources, and all of them are home to an ecosystem of plants and animals that are thrown out of balance when they receive an influx of nitrate.
[include data from your Nitrate Watch testing and/or information about the scope and impact of nitrate pollution in your community]
The status quo has been to accept the fact that our waterways and groundwater will receive high levels of nitrate thanks to industrial agricultural practices, to treat our drinking water with expensive nitrate removal technology, and to try to salvage the rivers and lakes that we can through laborious restoration efforts. But this is not sustainable.
[include relevant call to action for your area – e.g. call for increased funding for conservation practices, contact elected officials to vote yes/no on a particular bill/rule, join Nitrate Watch and contribute to a nationwide effort to monitor nitrate pollution]
It can be challenging to find ways to combat a systemic issue like nitrate pollution, but monitoring water quality and sharing the data is an important first step. The Nitrate Watch program sends free test kits to volunteers and provides instructions to measure nitrate in water and report the data online. Request a kit and learn more at www.nitratewatch.org.
