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NATIONAL NEWS

2017 NATIONAL CONSERVATION SCHOLARSHIPS
The Izaak Walton League awards two $2,500 national scholarships each year to complement scholarships offered by 

League chapters and divisions. The national scholarships help educate tomorrow’s conservation leaders by supporting college 
students pursuing degrees in natural resources and related subjects. These scholarships are made possible and fully funded 
through a generous grant from the Izaak Walton League of America Endowment.

The following students were awarded the League’s National Conservation Scholarship for the 2017-2018 school year.

Emerson Sirk
Environmental Science and Sustainability Major
Cornell University

Conservation Philosophy: Responsible management 
of natural resources is a must. We have been taught from 
a young age that we need to get educated, get a job, and 
support our family. We strive to be financially stable. What 
about being environmentally and ecologically stable? We 
have the power to make a difference, for better or for worse, 
and it is our moral duty to make changes for the better.

Critical Conservation Issue: The largest conservation 
issue we are facing is climate change. The effects of these 
global changes are so widespread and uncertain that 
mitigation strategies are very difficult to agree on and 
implement. If the goal of conservation is to limit our impact 
on the natural world to protect the value of the land for 
future use, we need to invest in solutions to prevent the 
far-reaching effects of climate change.

More About Emerson: I have spent my college career 
learning about different perspectives and methods to 
manage a variety of environmental issues. I aspire to 
do research in the field of atmospheric science to better 
understand how we are affecting the environment and 
make scientific discoveries that lead to conservation and 
management solutions that have positive impacts that 
extend beyond humanity.

The late Professor Eugene Madsen, who had been 
Emerson’s faculty advisor at Cornell University, praised 
his “intellectual promise, outgoing enthusiasm for using 
the sciences to improve our world, and dedication to 
understanding environmental issues.”

Sara Amish
Conservation Biology and Ecology Major 
Montana State University

Conservation Philosophy: Natural resource management 
is how we create the balance between use and preservation. 
However, successful management must come from both 
those in charge of the resources (state and federal govern-
ments) as well as those who are utilizing the resources to 
create conservation solutions that benefit both the local 
economy and the environment.

Critical Conservation Issue: The greatest threat within 
the next decade is the increasing disconnect between “the 
great outdoors” and the places where we live. We cover our 
lawns with Kentucky blue grass, plant a maple tree, and 
then drive hours away to see nature. And yet, before we put 
down that grass and planted that tree, there was a natural 
landscape — a landscape with its own special intricacies and 
dynamics. The picket fences and green lawns are a lie that 
we tell ourselves: that we oversee nature, that we shape it, 
and that we can choose how to interact with it. 

More About Sara: I first heard about the League in my 
natural resources law class. The League contested the clear 
cutting of Monongahela National Forest in West Virginia 
several decades ago. This case inspired me to join the 
League and is an excellent example of what I want to do 
with my career: blend science with environmentally based 
conservation nonprofit work.  

Professor David Roberts said, “Sara is an extraordinary 
young advocate for conservation and sustainability. She is 
thoughtful and respectful about the broad range of perspec-
tives held by the public and dedicated to helping that public 
understand the critical role of native ecosystems and biota 
in sustaining life on our planet.”Visit iwla.org/scholarship for application details.


