
ALDO	LEOPOLD’S	LAND	ETHIC,	IZAAK	
WALTON	LEAGUE,	AND	CLEAN	WATER



“I do not imply that this 
philosophy of land was always 
clear to me. It is rather the 
end-result of a life-journey, in 
the course of which I have felt 
sorrow, anger, puzzlement, 
and confusion over the 
inability of conservation to halt 
the juggernaut of land abuse.” 
(ASCA)



LEOPOLD’S “LIFE-JOURNEY”
• Natural history, hunting, fishing
• Forestry and watersheds
• Publicly owned wild lands in the 

Southwest
• Wildlife conservation 
• Privately owned working lands in 

the Midwest
• Our relationship with “land”
• Finally, “the end-result”

– The Land Ethic



LEOPOLD RETURNED TO 
MIDWEST (1924)

Unlike the southwest hardly 
any public wild lands, but 
lots of badly abused private 
working lands.



1928-31  GAME SURVEY OF THE 
NORTH CENTRAL STATES



“THE CRUX OF THE PROBLEM”
“The crux of the problem is that every 
landowner is the custodian of two interests, 
not always identical, the public’s and his 
own… All conservation problems—water, 
erosion, forestry, game, wild flowers, 
landscapes—ultimately boil down to this.” 
(Some Thoughts on Recreational Planning)



GAME MANAGEMENT (1933)



UNIVERSITY OF WISCONSIN 
PROFESSORSHIP (1933-48)

RESEARCH INSTRUCTIONOUTREACH

“The development of some vehicle whereby the 
community can prevent the abuse of private land, 
and encourage uses which are in the public interest.” 
(One of Leopold’s stated goals for his new academic 
position, 1933)



THE CHALLENGE

• “We abuse land because we 
regard it as a commodity 
belonging to us.” (ASCA)

• How to make conservation 
and public interests 
consistent with private 
property and owners’ uses of 
their land?



THERE MUST BE A WAY

“We tried to get conservation 
by buying land, by 
subsidizing desirable 
changes in land use, and by 
passing restrictive laws. The 
last method largely failed; the 
other two have produced only 
small samples of success.” 
(Conservation Economics)



The Trump Administration Is Rolling Back 
Clean Water Protections for Half of America's 
Streams
AP Jun 27, 2017(WASHINGTON) — The Trump 
administration is taking steps to roll back an 
Obama administration policy that protected more 
than half the nation's streams from pollution. 

Izaak Walton League Condemns Repeal of 
Clean Water Rule 
06/27/2017 Gaithersburg, MD – Today, the 
Trump Administration turned back the clock on 
clean water protections with its proposal to 
repeal the Clean Water Rule.



HARD CHOICES LOOM AS FARMS 
EXIT CONSERVATION RESERVE 
PROGRAM
George Plaveneo Media Group
June 23

CRP enrollments are down, USDA reports. 
The lower CRP enrollment is due to big 
increases in many row crop acreages. 



THE ETHICAL APPROACH 
TO LAND CONSERVATION

“We seem ultimately always 
thrown back on individual 
ethics as the basis of land 
conservation. It is hard to make 
a man, by pressure of law or 
money, do a thing which does 
not spring naturally from his 
own personal sense of right 
and wrong.” (Conservationist in 
Mexico)



THE LAND ETHIC, AN ECOLOGICAL 
CONSCIENCE, AND LAND HEALTH

• “A land ethic simply enlarges 
the boundaries of the 
community to include soils, 
waters, plants, and animals, or 
collectively, the land.”

• “A land ethic, then, reflects the 
existence of an ecological 
conscience, and this in turn 
reflects a conviction of 
individual responsibility for the 
health of the land.” (ASCA)



ALDO LEOPOLD AND IZAAK 
WALTON LEAGUE OF AMERICA

• Aldo Leopold was an early and 
life-long member of the IWLA

• The IWLA was a chief ally in his 
1928-31 game surveys

• He served on and chaired 
important IWLA committees

• He wrote for Outdoor America
• He was a frequent keynote 

speaker at IWLA conventions















APRIL 21, 1948



THE LEGACY OF ALDO LEOPOLD 
AS A NATURALIST



NATURALIST	(noun)

-a person who studies or is an expert in natural	
history

NATURAL	HISTORY (noun)

-the	study	of	nature,	especially	as	concerned	with	
recording	observations rather	than	doing	
experimentation



JOURNAL		ENTRY	FROM	1897



On	the	Upper	Mississippi	River

On	the	Rio	Grande

On	the	Lower	Colorado	River

On	the	Current	River

On	the	Wisconsin	River

On	Quetico-Superior	waterways













1947.	A	PHENOLOGICAL	RECORD
FOR	SAUK	AND	DANE	COUNTIES,	
WISCONSIN,	1935-1945.	ECOLOGICAL
MONOGRAPHS 17:	81-122.



NATURAL	HISTORY,	THE	FORGOTTEN	SCIENCE	

I	am	here	to	talk	about	the	pleasure	to	be	had	in	wild	things,	
about	natural	history	studies	as	a	combination	sport	and	
science...	There	was	a	time	when	ladies	and	gentlemen	
wandered	afield	not	so	much	to	learn	how	the	world	is	put	
together	as	to	gather	subject	matter	for	tea-time	
conversation,	ejaculatory	vapors	such	as	“ain’t nature	grand.”	
But	if	you	will	scan	journals	of	today	you	will	see	that	a	new	
attitude	is	abroad...The	amateur	naturalist	is	no	longer	
confined	to	pleasant	ambles	in	the	country	resulting	merely	in	
lists	of	species...The	amateur	can,	if	he	has	imagination	and	
persistence,	select	and	solve	actual	scientific	and	
conservation	problems...	Typescript	of	speech	delivered	at	
University	of	Missouri,	April	26,	1938



“Keeping	records	enhances	the	pleasure	of	the	
search,	and	the	chance	of	finding	order	and	
meaning	in	these	events.”	Aldo	Leopold



LEOPOLD	ON	WATER	POLLUTION

“It	is,	on	the	face	of	it,	a	
process	of	pushing	trouble	
downstream,	of	seeking	
benefit	for	the	locality	at	
the	expense	of	the	larger	
community.”	(The	Land	
Health	Concept)



THE	HEALTH	OF	OUR	WATERS

“The	health	of	our	waters is	the	principal	measure	
of	how we live	on	the	land.” Luna	Leopold





“I have no illusions about the speed or the 
accuracy with which an ecological conscience 
can become functional. It has required 19 
centuries to define decent man-to-man conduct 
and the process is only half done; it may take 
as long to evolve a code of decency for man-to-
land conduct…In such matters we should not 
worry too much about anything except the 
direction of travel. The direction is clear, and the 
first step is to throw your weight around on 
matters of right and wrong in land-use. ” (The 
Ecological Conscience)


